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	SSC title: Patient-doctor continuity and consultations in primary care
Continuity of care, usually taken as seeing the same doctor in general practice, is a core value in primary care, yet patients are now less likely to see the same GP.  There are many reasons for this, which the student will be able to explore in their background reading to this project.
However, although most of the literature says both patients and doctors value continuity of care, evidence that it makes a difference to patient outcomes is weak.  Is it enough to invest more in seeing the same GP in primary care, possibly at risk of compromising speed of access to any doctor, on the grounds of satisfaction alone?

Work by Dr Ridd and collleagues in the Centre for Academic Primary Care has shown that seeing a known doctor affects the number and types of problems dealt with in consultation – but what else has be found out about the effect of continuity on the content of GP-patient consultations?  The student will undertake a search of the literature for studies that have examined this association, and undertake a narrative report of their findings.  
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